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tonians, meant government by, and in the interests of, the
business and professional classes (as opposed to govern-
ment by, and in the interests of, the farmers and mechanics);
but these underlying economic realities were not at first
clear to Washington, This fact is shown by his attempt to
organize his administration on a non-party basis, by his
surprise when he found that Hamilton and Jefferson could
not work together. When Washington joined the group
demanding a stronger federal government, he considered
that he was merely finishing the work he had begun when
he joined the rebellion against England; he did not observe
that at the same time he was undoing the work that certain
other people had begun when they fomented the rebellion
against England,
It was, significantly, an interference with his plans for
western land development that caused Washington to
take action in support of the Federalists (as the supporters
of a strong central government came to be called). In
1784, a year after resigning his commission as Commander-
in-Chief, Washington set out on a trip through the Ohio
and Kanawha River country to look into the condition
of his own lands and to find out the best trade routes from
the Ohio basin to the East. This trip convinced him of what
he had long believed, namely, that the whole vast country
west of Virginia, between the mountains and the Mississippi,
would be open to development the moment the Ohio River
was connected by canal with the Potomac and the James.
If some such connection were not made, the Western
country would soon fill up with settlers anyway (indeed, it
was already doing so); but with no outlet to the East,
the Mississippi would become their trade route. And
the mouth of the Mississippi, as well as the whole right
bank, was in the hands of Spain. "Washington foresaw the
menace to his American dream if the time came, as it soon,
might, when Spain could offer the westerners trade and
prosperity, whereas the young United States could not*
The first step towards Washington's cherished canal
scheme was to secure the co-operation of Virginia and
Maryland, since the Potomac River was the boundary
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